
 
State of Tennessee 

Department of State 
Tennessee State Library and Archives 

403 Seventh Avenue North 
Nashville, Tennessee  37243-0312 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS 
RECORDS, 1903-1967 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RECORD GROUP 151 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Processed by: 
Ken Fieth 

Date Completed: November 12, 1990 
Archives and Manuscripts Section 
Tennessee Library and Archives 

 



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
     The Board of Law Examiners, Record Group 151, covers the years 1903-1967. The 
Board was established to provide a method for the certification of persons wishing to 
practice law in Tennessee. 
     Created in 1903 and consisting of three member of the State BAR, board members 
hold their offices for a staggered term of three years.  The Board was charged by the 
Supreme Court to establish a uniform system for the examination of persons applying for 
a license to practice law in Tennessee.  In addition, attorneys licensed to practice in other 
states had to submit proper documentation to the State Board in order to be certified to 
practice in Tennessee. 
     Included in the record group are the executive secretary’s office files consisting of 
examination examples, board correspondence, information on Tennessee law schools and 
requisitions and liquidations.  Other series in this group contain information on 
examination application, character investigations, and transfer applications of attorneys 
wishing to practice in Tennessee. 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 

Series Number: I 
Series Title: Executive Secretary  
 
Microfilm Roll # 1           
Box 1 
1        Attorneys practicing in Tennessee     1949-1952 
2        Admissions to the BAR      1903-1951 
3        Applicants to Examination      1943-1949 
4        Applicant Police Investigations     1954 
5        BAR Examination Service      1954-1955 
6        Candidates letters approved      June 1967 
7        Character letters for servicemen     1949-1952 
8        Expense Accounts – Board Members     1944-1950 
 
Box 2 
1        Character Investigations, A-G      1967 
 
Box 3 
1        Character Investigations, H-O      1967 
 
Microfilm Roll # 2           
Box 4 
1        Character Investigations, P-Z      1967 
 
Box 5 
1        Committee on Legal Education     1949-1952 
2        Correspondence – Board of Law Examiners    1944-1952 
3        Examination Examples       1931-1952 
4        Exhibits – Vanderbilt Law School     1948 
5        Law Schools – Bowling Green College    1959 
6        Law Schools – Cumberland University     1959 
7        Law Schools – Jackson College of Law    1948-1951 
8        Law Schools – McKenzie School     1949 
9        Law Schools – University of Memphis    1951-1957 
10      Law Schools – Vanderbilt University     1948-1957 
 
Box 6 
1        Law Schools – YMCA       1948-1952 
2        Moral Fitness Committee      1959 
 
Box 7 
1        Moral Fitness Committee – Memphis/Shelby County  
            BAR Association       1958 
 



2        Moral Fitness Committee – Memphis/Shelby County  
            BAR Association       1965 
 
Microfilm Roll # 3           
Box 8  
1        Nashville BAR Association, B-C     1966 
2        Nashville BAR Association, D-L     1966 
3        Nashville BAR Association, M-W     1966 
 
Box 9 
1        Nashville BAR Association Investigations    1966 
2        Report of the Board of Law Examiners    1948-1957 
3        Requisitions and Liquidations      1952-1958 
4        Rules Inquiries – Board of Law Examiners    1948-1957 
 
Series Number: II 
Series Title: Examination Applications 
 
Box 10 
1        Examination Applications, A-E     1957   
2        Examination Applications, G-M      1957 
 
Box 11 
1        Examination Applications, M-S     1957  
 
Microfilm Roll # 4           
2        Examination Applications, T-Z     1957 
 
Box 12 
1        Examination Applications, A-N     February 1958 
 
Box 13 
1        Examination Applications, N-Z     February 1958 
 
Box 14 
1        Examination Applications, A-N     June 1958 
 
Microfilm Roll # 5           
Box 15 
1        Examination Applications, N-Z      June 1958 
 
Box 16 
1        Examination Applications, A-D     June 1959 
2        Examination Applications, D-H      June 1959 
 
Box 17 



1        Examination Applications, H-M     June 1959 
2        Examination Applications, Mc-N      June 1959 
3        Examination Applications, P-Z      June 1959 
 
Box 18 
1        Examination Applications, R      June 1959 
2        Examination Applications, S-Z      June 1959 
 
Microfilm Roll # 6           
Box 19 
1        Examination Applications, A-Z     1965 
 
Series Number: III 
Series Title: Questionnaires  
 
Box 20 
1        Questionnaire for Law School Applicants – Cumberland University 1955-1961 
 
Box 21 
1        Questionnaire – Memphis State of Tennessee    1962, 1965 
 
Box 22 
1        Questionnaire – Southern Law University    1956-1962 
  
Box 23 
1        Questionnaire – University of Memphis    1955-1961 
 
Box 24 
1        Questionnaire – University of Tennessee    1955-1958 
    
Box 25 
1        Questionnaire – University of Tennessee    1958-1961 
 
Microfilm Roll # 7           
Box 26 
1        Questionnaire – University of Tennessee           1962, 1964, 1965 
 
Box 27 
1        Questionnaire – Vanderbilt University     1955-1960 
 
Box 28 
1        Questionnaire – Vanderbilt University     1959-1960 
 
Box 29 
1        Questionnaire – Vanderbilt University     1962-1964 
 



Microfilm Roll # 8           
Box 30 
1        Questionnaire – Vanderbilt University     1964 
 
Box 31 
1        Questionnaire – YMCA      1955-1960 
 
Box 32  
1        Questionnaire – YMCA      1962-1964 
 
Series Number: IV 
Series Title: Transfers  
 
Box 33 
1        Transfer Applications to practice law in Tennessee   1945 
 
Box 34 
1        Transfer Applications       1946-1947 
 
Microfilm Roll # 9           
Box 35 
1        Transfer Applications       1948 
 
Box 36  
1        Transfer Applications       1949 
 
Box 37 
1        Transfer Applications       1950 
 
Microfilm Roll # 10           
Box 38 
1        Transfer Applications       1951 
 
Box 39 
1        Transfer Applications       1952 
 
Box 40 
1        Transfer Applications       1953 
 
Microfilm Roll # 11           
Box 41 
1        Transfer Applications       1954 
 
Box 42 
1        Transfer Applications       1955 
 



Box 43 
1        Transfer Applications       1956 


